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been destroyed. New political institutions and new
social elements then bring to the same places of
resort, and frequently compel to live in common
men whose education and habits are still amazingly
dissimilar, and this renders the motley composition
of society peculiarly visible. The existence of a former
strict code of good breeding is still remembered, but
what it contained or where it is to be found is already
forgotten. Men have lost the common law of manners,
and they have not yet made up their minds to do
without it; but every one endeavours to make to
himself some sort of arbitrary and variable rule, from
the remnant of former usages ; so that manners have
neither the regularity and the dignity which they
often display among aristocratic nations, nor the
simplicity and freedom which they sometimes assume
in democracies ; they are at once constrained and
without constraint.
This, however, is not the normal state of things.
When the equality of conditions is long established
and complete, as all men entertain nearly the same
notions and do nearly the same things, they do not
require to agree or to copy from one another in order
to speak or act in the same manner : their manners
are constantly characterized by a number of lesser
diversities, but not by any great differences. They
are never perfectly alike, because they do not copy
from the same pattern ; they are never very unlike,
because their social condition is the same. At first
sight a traveller would observe that the manners of
all the Americans are exactly similar ; it is only upon
close examination that the peculiarities in which they;
differ may be detected.
The English make game of the manners of the
Americans ; but it is singular that most of the writers
who have drawn these ludicrous delineations belonged